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Study Time 
SV embarks on feasibility study, long-range planning

Seneca Valley is working with Stantec Architecture and Engineering LLC, Butler, to conduct a district-wide feasibility study. This long-range 
planning tool will address building(s) capacity, utilization, condition, energy efficiency, operating costs, safety and security, and learning  
environment responsiveness.

It’s an important time to conduct such a study as Seneca Valley buildings are getting older, the District’s maintenance list is getting longer, and 
21st Century Classrooms are vital in this day and age of advanced technology. In addition, we anticipate increases to student enrollment based 
on population growth in various municipalities that make up the Seneca Valley School District.

As reports become available and meetings are held with various stakeholder groups, information will be posted on the District Website at 
www.svsd.net/FeasibilityStudy. Look for stakeholder surveys to be sent out/made available to the public later this fall.

September 7 –
 Labor Day - No School 
September 11 –  
 Patriot Day; Veterans Recognition  
 Night at NexTier Stadium – Home  
 Football Game vs. Fox Chapel,  
 7:30 p.m.   
September 14 –   
 School Board Meeting,  
 Work Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m. 
September 21 –  
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m.
September 24 –  
 Homecoming Carnival and  
 Parade, 6 p.m. 
September 25 –  
 Homecoming at NexTier  
 Stadium. – Home Football Game  
 vs. North Hills, 7:30 p.m.
September 26 –  
 Homecoming Dance, 7-10 p.m.

September  Dates  
to Remember

  *  More dates can be found on our  
 homepage at  www.svsd.net.

Happy 50th Anniversary, SV!

August 2015
A National Award-Winning Publication

On July 1, 1965, the Seneca Valley School District, known at that time as the Southwest Butler County 
School District, was notified that it was an officially established school district after several years of 
unification planning. The first class had just graduated (our high school doors opened in 1964) and the 
secondary campus only had one building on it (how things have changed!).

A PDF of the 2015-16 Activities/
Information Calendar can also 
be found on the website under 
Announcements.

http://www.svsd.net/FeasibilityStudy
http://www.svsd.net
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Back to School
Seneca Valley students returned to school with smiling faces on August 26. We wish all of our SV students a great 2015-16 school year!

Back to School



The Seneca Valley All-Staff Welcome 
Back Event took place at the UPMC 
Lemieux Sports Complex on Aug. 
21, and the enthusiasm was at an 
all-time high! We extend our sincere 
thanks to the Pittsburgh Penguins 
organization for lending us the venue 
(free of charge!), and Victory Family 
Church for covering the cost of our 
morning refreshments. We’d also like 
to recognize senior Rachel Carmella 
for an impressive rendition of the 
“National Anthem,” and SV Ice Hockey 
Players Alex Crilley, Jared Hulbert, 
Alyssa Peterson and Shane Galis for 
making an appearance. Finally, many 
thanks to Travis Williams, Pittsburgh 
Penguins COO, for speaking to the 
crowd and expressing the Penguins 
support of Seneca Valley – and the 
healthy development of all children. 
We agree with Dr. Tracy Vitale, 
Superintendent of Schools, when 
she spoke of the similarities between 
hockey and teaching: “Whatever 
the components are that athletes 
possess to push themselves to a level 
thought impossible by others, I think 
they are the same components that 
drive teachers to dig deep when a 
student doesn’t understand or when 
a student doesn’t have the home 
environment to support education as 
a priority. I think it’s the same grit and 
perseverance that leads a teacher to 
say, ‘Yes, you can!’”

Thank you UPMC 
Lemieux Sports Complex

New teachers were welcomed to Seneca Valley School District at New Teacher Induction on August 19. 
We welcome all new hires to the SVSD family! 

• Jamie Allen, Grade 3, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School
• Kimberly Holmes, Grade 2, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School
• Rachel McMaster, Grade 4, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School
• Sarah Smelscer, Learning Support, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School

• Krista DeAngelo, Grade 4, Evans City Elementary School
• Susan Frock, .5 Learning Support, Evans City Elementary School
• Hannah Rienow, Grade 3, Evans City Elementary School
• Brianna Rob, Grade 4, Evans City Elementary School

• Sarah Mueller, Grade 4, Rowan Elementary School 
• Taisia Steeb, Grade 3, Rowan Elementary School
• Lauren Sweitzer, Grade 1, Rowan Elementary School

• Abigail Stasenko, Grade 1, Haine Elementary School
• LaVarr Stephens-Howling, School Counselor, Haine Elementary School

• Katelynn Dulavitch, Grade 5, Evans City Middle School
• Melinda Marsh, Learning Support, Evans City Middle School

• Emily Burkley, Grade 6, Haine Middle School
• Alysia Martini, Learning Support, Haine Middle School
• Tyler Mesisca, Physical Education, Haine Middle School
• Katherine Zeh, Grade 5, Haine Middle School

• Jonathan Brecht, Math, Seneca Valley Middle School
• Sarah Deeds, Latin, Seneca Valley Middle School
• AnneMarie Grayburn, Math, Seneca Valley Middle School
• Daniel Guerra, Social Studies, Seneca Valley Middle School 
• Dayna Gulish, Speech (K-12), Seneca Valley Middle School
• Christine Moudry, Learning Support, Seneca Valley Middle School

• Kyle Leggett, Emotional/Autistic Support, Seneca Valley Intermediate High School
• Todd Leight, Social Studies, Seneca Valley Intermediate High School
• Heather Melber, Special Education (Mental Health), Seneca Valley Intermediate High School

• Sarah Braband, Learning Support, Seneca Valley Senior High School
• Alison Doyle, English, Seneca Valley Senior High School
• Steven Fortunato, Technology Education, Seneca Valley Senior High School
• Elizabeth Neary, Learning Support, Seneca Valley Senior High School
• Andrew Parker, Learning Support, Seneca Valley Senior High School
• David Reichard, Learning Support, Seneca Valley Senior High School
• Kelly Rogers, Special Education Supplemental Support, Seneca Valley Senior High School

• Lara Meyer, Autistic Support/Emotional Support (7-12), Secondary Campus

• Rebecca Bosco, Cyber Math & Science, Seneca Valley Academy of Choice
• Marlina DeFelice, Strings, Seneca Valley Academy of Choice
• Amanda Lesney, Strings, Seneca Valley Academy of Choice
• Lauren McClain, .5 Cyber Elementary & Special Education, Seneca Valley Academy of Choice

• Casey Burlett, Physical Therapist, Districtwide (Hope Learning Center)
• Rachel Joseph, Psychology Intern, Districtwide
• Jennifer Magulick, Occupational Therapist, Districtwide (Hope Learning Center)
• Erica Menhart, Occupational Therapist, Districtwide (Hope Learning Center)
• Megan Ohr, Occupational Therapist, Districtwide (Hope Learning Center)
 
Be on the lookout for additional hires coming in our next issue!

SV welcomes new staff
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At Seneca Valley’s School Board Meeting in June, board members approved an elementary assistant 
principal position for the district.

Ms. Tina Francis was appointed by the board to serve as assistant principal at Connoquenessing Valley 
Elementary School in Zelienople Borough. 

Ms. Francis has served for the past four year as assistant principal of Indian Head  
Elementary School, a public school in Indian Head, Md. During her time there, 
she conducted observations of classroom teachers, handled student behavioral 
concerns and served on the Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
vertical team and the Student Support Team.   

Ms. Francis also has experience as a mathematics teacher as well as a summer  
program and Saturday school coordinator at John Hanson Middle School. There, 
she was also the seventh grade team leader who oversaw all seventh grade 

events including assemblies, field trips and awards ceremonies and served as a liaison with  
administration. 

Ms. Francis was the recipient of the “Exemplary Employee of the Year” honor at John Hanson Middle 
School in 2010. She also has served as a student mentor to the Teacher’s Academy of Maryland  
Program and held several coaching/sponsor positions. 

“I am extremely excited to be joining the staff and students at Connoquenessing Valley Elementary 
School this year,” said Ms. Francis, “I am looking forward to meeting the staff, students, and parents and 
collaboratively supporting teaching and learning at CVE.” 

Ms. Francis has a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education and a Masters of Education in  
Administration from California University of Pennsylvania. 

At Seneca Valley’s School Board Meeting on Aug. 17, 2015, board members  
unanimously approved the hiring of Mr. Matthew Delp as principal of Seneca  
Valley Intermediate High School, a position he will fill later this fall. 

A Valencia resident, Mr. Delp has served for the past three years as an assistant  
principal of North Allegheny Intermediate High School. During his time there, he  
developed and delivered professional development; led Science, Technology,  
Engineering and Math (STEM) initiatives; participated in comprehensive planning 
processes; and coordinated Keystone Exam administration, just to name a few. 

 
Mr. Delp also has two years of experience as an assistant principal at Pine-Richland High School and 
one year as the assistant principal at Freedom Area High School. A familiar face at Seneca Valley, 
Mr. Delp, spent six years in various secondary classrooms as a science teacher prior to moving into 
administration. He also completed his administrative internship at Seneca Valley Senior High School and 
Haine Middle School while working in the District.

“Mr. Delp’s credentials are exemplary and his expertise will serve him well at the Intermediate High 
School,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale. “His thorough background of teaching middle 
school science and high school biology will be an asset to the district in furthering and enhancing our 
STEM-related classes. We are very pleased he is returning to Seneca Valley.”

In 1999, Mr. Delp graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Allegheny College. He 
earned a second Bachelor’s degree in Biology Education from Indiana University of Pennsylvania and 
later earned a Master’s of Public Management degree from Carnegie Mellon University. He is currently 
pursuing his Doctorate in Administrative and Policy Studies at the University of Pittsburgh.

SV hires CVE Elementary Assistant Principal, IHS Principal
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•	 Mr.	Robert	Raso	–	acting	principal		
 at Seneca Valley Intermediate   
 High School
•	 Ms.	Jessica	Kotula	-	assistant		 	
 principal at Seneca Valley  
 Intermediate High School
•	 Ms.	Cassandra	Pencek	-	assistant		
 principal at Evans City and Rowan  
 Elementary Schools
•	 Mr.	Robert	Ceh	-	principal	at		 	
 Seneca Valley Middle School

Additional role changes 
for 15-16

Want to learn more?

The Seneca Valley School District has a mobile app for your convenience. School menus, the SV 
Portal, push notifications- all right at your fingertips. To learn more and download the app, go to:

Rowan Elementary School’s Buddy 
Bench was recently featured in the 
local news. If you missed it, and want 
to hear more about this wonderful 
idea and the young lady who  
brought it to our attention, be sure  
to click here.

Also in the news…

https://play.google.com/store?hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/genre/ios/id36?mt=8
http://www.wpxi.com/news/news/local/buddy-bench-promotes-friendship-end-bullying-schoo/nnSCW/


CVE volunteers, including students and their families, helped get the building ready for the first day  
of school by pulling weeds, racking leaves and picking up trash. Thanks to our many wonderful  
volunteers!

Two Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) teachers were 
recently invited to be Situated Multimedia Arts Learning Lab  
(SMALLab) Ambassadors by SMALLab Learning.  

Ms. Elizabeth Wimer, CVE Instruction/Intervention Specialist, and 
Ms. Linda Orr, CVE Technology Facilitator, were chosen because of 
their expertise with integrating SMALLab learning into instruction  
at the primary elementary level. 

Both Ms. Wimer and Ms. Orr will participate in the national Ambassadors Program by sharing  
SMALLab embodied learning experiences with other teachers either through Skype or site visits  
to CVE. 

“I am delighted for these dedicated educators as they share their learning with their peers beyond 
our walls,” stated Ms. DeeAnn Graham, principal at CVE, “The enthusiasm for this new technology 
from teachers, students and parents has been wonderful!”

CVE unveiled the Situated Multimedia Arts Learning Lab (SMALLab), named Inspiration Station, last 
November. This year, every classroom at CVE will have a 30 minute block of time each week to use 
embodied learning to support young students.  

The SMALLab is an embodied learning environment that allows for Kinect-type interactivity within a 
learning module. Imagine a giant iPad that’s the size of a boxing ring. It is essentially motion sensor 
technology used for special effects in movies. This technology is being used for core subject  
instruction in a completely innovative and extremely promising manner for young learners. 

To read more – and view video information - about SMALLab,  
visit: http://smallablearning.com/product/smallab-environment/

CVE’s SMALLab makes a big impact

Camp Friendship was recently hosted by  
the Seneca Valley Special Education  
Department for students with autism. This  
annual camp was held for three weeks at 
Evans City and helps to support social skills 
and keep students in the school routine  
during the summer. Seen in the picture at 
right, the varsity volleyball team volunteered 
at the camp on July 29.

Camp Friendship

CVE ‘Bee’autification Night
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Over 170 Evans City Middle School 
summer band students had the honor 
of performing the “National Anthem” 
at PNC Park for a standing room only 
crowd on July 23. The band, under 
the direction of Ms. Tracy Glass, 
played prior to the Pittsburgh Pirates 
vs. Washington Nationals game. To 
watch their performance, click here. 
Great job ECMS Summer Band! 

Take me out to  
the ball game

Thank you to Victory Family Church 
for yet another successful Give 
Pack Program that benefits Seneca 
Valley students. Nearly 1,000 families 
received student backpacks full of 
supplies for the 2015-16 school year!

Give Pack

Elizabeth Wimer Linda Orr

http://smallablearning.com/product/smallab-environment/
http://www.svsd.net/Page/16458


Students had a fun-filled week at the Camp Invention Program, hosted at Evans City Middle School this summer. This STEM-based camp 
provided students with opportunities to design and invent while learning about and utilizing concepts in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics.  Students were called upon to design and construct go-karts, levers, and their own inventions using electricity (LED lights,  
batteries, wires, and motors) among many other activities.

Ms. Sara Kamarchik, sixth grade science and math  
teacher at Evans City Middle School, directed the camp. 
Ms. Kamarchik, along with Ms. Stephanie Chiapusio, sixth 
grade science and social studies teacher at Evans City 
Middle School, and Ms. Jordan DiBucci, second grade 
teacher at Evans City Elementary School, were the  
instructors of the program.

Click on the link to learn more about this nationally  
recognized non-profit elementary enrichment program.  
http://campinvention.org/ 

Illuminating inventions
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Seneca Valley students, both past and present, spent eight days in Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands with Senior 
High School Teachers Ms. Rebecca Finch and Ms. Dana Hadley for an educational and unforgettable trip. Some  
special moments on their trip included seeing the Pope unexpectedly, snorkeling in Tortuga Bay, kayaking on Isla 
Santa Cruz and hanging out with Galapagos Tortoises! 

Summer travels

The National Merit Scholarship  
Corporation (NMSC) announced  
approximately 1,700 additional  
winners of National Merit  
Scholarships financed by colleges  
and universities, including Seneca 
Valley’s own, Eric McElhinny. Mr. 
McElhinny, a recent 2015 graduate, has been offered a 
National Merit University of Pittsburgh Scholarship. 

Officials of each sponsor college selected their  
scholarship winners from among the Finalists in the 
National Merit Scholarship Program who will attend 
their institution. College-sponsored awards provide 
between $500 and $2,000 annually for up to four years 
of undergraduate study at the institution financing the 
scholarship.

This year, 183 colleges and universities are sponsoring 
about 3,900 Merit Scholarship awards. Sponsor  
colleges include 106 private and 77 public institutions 
located in 44 states and the District of Columbia.

SV Graduate is National Merit  
Scholarship Winner

Senior Kate Davis (back row, third from left), coordinated and participated in 
a sand volleyball tournament at Cranberry Township Park on July 20 as part of 
her senior project. Over $1,200 in proceeds were donated to the Seneca Valley 
Foundation, earmarked for special education. 

As a player on the varsity girls volleyball team, Miss Davis, along with her  
teammates and other local volleyball enthusiasts, partnered with the Potter 
Baseball Tour team to make up 
eight youth teams and six adult 
teams. Those teams which also 
included Seneca Valley’s Special 
Education Director Mr. Jerry Miller 
and Special Education Assistant 
Director Mr. Cecil Crouch competed 
in a total of seven games.

“Just having Mr. Miller and Mr. 
Crouch there added to the event,” 
said Miss Davis, “It was a really  
cool experience and I’m really 
proud of the outcome of the event.”

Bump, set, spike
Volleyball fundraiser scores for special education

http://campinvention.org/


The Seneca Valley Foundation held the Third Annual Gift of Hope Golf Classic on Aug. 11, at the  
award-winning Cranberry Highlands Golf Course, raising more than $13,000 for SV students and student 
programs. Thank you to all of our donors and golfers who made the event a success!

We would especially like to thank our Platinum Sponsor: 
ComDoc

We would like to also thank the support of our Silver Sponsors:  
Concensus Technologies and Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield 

Finally, a big thanks to all of our tee sponsors, green sponsors and golfers. 

The Seneca Valley Foundation is proud to say they have put donated dollars toward elementary literacy 
efforts, STEM activities and the CVE Inspiration Station. Funds from this year’s event will allow us to do 
more of the same.
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A swinging success

We enjoyed taking the SV Class of ’65 
on a stroll down memory lane earlier 
this month. About 50 members of 
Seneca Valley’s first class enjoyed a 
tour of their former high school (now 
the SV Intermediate High School) on 
Aug. 7, just hours before celebrating 
their 50th class reunion.  
Congratulations, SV Class of ’65!

Celebrating 50 years

Seneca Valley Veteran Recognition
September 11, 2015

Save the Date
SEPTEMBER 

S M T W T F S

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30
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REGISTER for PARTICIPATION in the SV PORTAL 
Starting June 1, 2015 parents and student(s) may register in the S.V.S.D. parent portal  
system for all sports the student(s) intend to tryout for or compete in. The following  
sections, found under “Athletic Forms” in the parent portal system, shall be completed 
for each student: Indicate which (and ALL) sports you intend to tryout/compete for; CIPPE 
Section 3-Understanding the Risk of Concussion & Traumatic Brain Injury; CIPPE Section 
4-Understanding of Sudden Cardiac Arrest Symptoms; Student-Athlete Manual  
Verification; Travel Release; Release from Liability; Injury Risk.

COMPLETE PIAA CIPPE FORM — Sections 1, 2, 5, & 6
Print off the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) Comprehensive 
Initial Pre-Participation Physical Evaluation (CIPPE) from the SV Portal or  
Seneca Valley Athletics Website.

Parents and athlete(s) complete sections 1, 2 & 5—including all required signatures.

An authorized Medical Examiner (AME) must complete, sign and date Section 6.  The 
CIPPE may not be authorized by the AME earlier than June 1, 2015.  However, the date of 
the actual physical may occur earlier than June 1, 2015—it is the discretion of the AME as 
to whether or not he/she will provide authorization (signature) after June 1, 2015.

Turn ALL forms into the ATHLETIC OFFICE—in Senior H.S.

For subsequent sports (i.e., winter and/or spring sports), a parent/guardian must complete 
PIAA CIPPE Section 7 (available in the parent portal or District athletics website) no earlier 
than six weeks prior to the first practice date of the subsequent season. PIAA CIPPE 
Section 8 needs completed only if any box in Section 7 was marked “yes” or if student 
received medical treatment following the completion of PIAA CIPPE Sections 1, 2, 5, & 6.

DRUG TEST COMPLETION
Any student-athlete interested in trying out or competing on an athletic team must have 
a drug test prior to participation. The drug test must be done through the Seneca Valley 
School District and NOT at a physician’s office. The drug test is required only one time per 
school year.  Keep the receipt after the drug test and turn it into the Athletic Department 
with all other paperwork. The following must be brought to the drug testing date:

Completed Seneca Valley School District Drug Test Consent Form (available on SV Portal 
or Seneca Valley Athletics Website.) Payment ($30) in form of cash or check made  
payable to S.V.S.D.

ImPACT BASELINE CONCUSSION TEST
Student-athletes must take an ImPACT Baseline Concussion test every two years and it 
must be completed through the Seneca Valley School District. Multiple test dates are  
offered prior to each sport season.  If a student did NOT have a baseline test in 2014-15, 
they must have a baseline test in 2015-16.

PAY TO PARTICIPATE
Any student-athlete (grades 7-12) who is named to a District-sponsored sport roster must 
meet the Pay to Participate obligation prior to the first contest. Practice is permitted in the 
interim until payment is received; however, if no payment is on record by the first contest, 
the student-athlete will be withheld from competition. 

Payments may be accepted at the Athletic Office or any secondary school main office.

This does not apply to club sports (i.e., Bowling, Ice Hockey, Inline Hockey, Boys  
Lacrosse, Girls Slow Pitch Softball, Indoor Track & Field)

For convenience, one check may be written to include drug testing and participation fees.

2015-16 PAY TO PARTICIPATE FEES
Mandatory—$125/sport
Family Cap—$375/year

So, you want to play a sport at Seneca Valley?
Here are the steps to take

Sport Teams by Season

Fall Season
Basketball, Girls—Middle School (Grades 7 & 8)
Cheerleading/Dance Team—V/JV (Grades 10–12)
Cheerleading—Junior High (Grade 9)
Cheerleading—Middle School (Grades 7 & 8)
Cross Country, Coed—Varsity (Grades 9–12)
Cross Country, Coed—Junior High (Grades 7 & 8)
Football—V/JV (Grades 10–12)
Football—Junior High (Grade 9)
Football—Middle School, two teams (Grades 7 & 8)
Golf, Boys—V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Golf, Girls—Varsity (Grades 9–12)
Ice Hockey Club, Coed—Fall & Winter (Grades 7–12)
Inline Hockey Club, Coed—Fall & Winter (Grades 7–12)
Soccer, Boys—V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Soccer, Boys—Junior High (Grades 7–9)
Soccer, Boys—Middle School (Grades 7 & 8)
Soccer, Girls—V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Soccer, Girls—Middle School, two teams (Grades 7 & 8)
Softball, Slow Pitch—V/JV/MS (Grades 7–12)
Tennis, Girls—V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Volleyball, Girls—V/JV (Grades 9–12)

Winter Season—(Begins November 16, 2015)
Basketball, Boys—V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Basketball, Boys—Junior High (Grade 9)
Basketball, Boys—8th grade, 2 teams 
Basketball, Boys—7th grade, 2 teams 
Basketball, Girls—V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Basketball, Girls—Junior High (Grade 9)
Bowling Club, Coed—(Grades 9–12)
Indoor Track Club, Coed—(Grades 9–12)
Swimming & Diving, Coed—Varsity (Grades 9–12)
Wrestling—Varsity (Grades 9–12)
Wrestling—Junior High (Grades 7–9)

Spring Season—(Begins March 7, 2016)
Baseball—V/JV (Grades 10–12)
Baseball—Junior High (Grades 8 & 9)
Lacrosse, Girls —V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Lacrosse Club, Boys—V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Softball—V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Softball—Junior High (Grades 7 & 8)
Tennis, Boys—Varsity (Grades 9–12)
Track & Field, Coed—Varsity (Grades 9–12)
Track & Field, Coed—Junior High (Grades 7 & 8)
Volleyball, Boys—V/JV (Grades 9–12)
Volleyball, Boys—Junior High (Grades 7 & 8)
Volleyball, Girls—Junior High/MS**,  
   2 teams (Grades 7--9)
   **Season begins February 1, 2016

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/Page/150
https://portal.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/Page/150
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AlumniAlumniNews & NotesNews & Notes

Mr. Bradley Snyder, a 2012 Seneca Valley graduate, recently spent his summer as a performer at Hersheypark. We asked 
him to catch us up on what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced his life and career. 

Q: Where do you work, what do you do, and do you enjoy your profession?
A: Currently I am entering my senior year at Pennsylvania State University- University Park pursuing a Bachelors of  
Music in Bass Trombone Performance. Following graduation in 2016, I plan on pursuing a Masters of Music degree in Music 
Performance.  However, this past summer I worked as a performer at Hersheypark in Hershey, PA. My role was the bass trombonist in the strolling 
ensemble, Slide Brigade. My job was a full time performer where I performed six days a week and five shows a day. The ensembles show dates 
ran from May 23- August 23. The job was very rewarding because I had the privilege of using my talents to entertain the thousands of guests that 
enter Hersheypark on a daily basis.  

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: Coming from a family of musicians, music has always been a passion of mine. My father teaches music in the West Allegheny School District in 
Imperial, PA, and my mother teaches music on the secondary campus here at Seneca Valley. My sister, a 2010 SV graduate and 2014 graduate of 
West Virginia University is currently working at BNY Mellon in downtown Pittsburgh.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally? 
A: With the great support that the music program has from the administration and the community, my growth as a musician and a performer was 
a very natural progression as the years went by. One thing that impacted me the most was that the standard that Mr. Matchett, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. 
Babick, and Mrs. Snyder set forth. It was a standard of excellence and they always made sure that we worked hard to achieve that standard. Even 
when the standard of excellence was reached, they always encouraged us to keep pushing and always get better. This is something that I have 
incorporated into my life as a musician. I adapted it so that no matter how good something sounds on the trombone, it can always be better. That 
drive for greatness that the directors instilled in me has been vital to my professional growth. I would not be where I am today as a musician if it 
wasn’t for them pushing me to always be better (even after I graduated)!

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: Seneca Valley is a very special place to be a student. I strongly believe that what makes Seneca Valley a special place is the teachers and 
the support of the arts programs. Going to a school like Penn State where there are 43,000 students, I have met a lot of different people that have 
come from a wide range of backgrounds. One thing that always stuck out to me is how many schools didn’t support their arts programs. I feel that 
because Seneca Valley supports the music program so much it allows for the students involved to be as successful as they possibly can.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: My favorite teachers were Mr. Matchett, Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Babick. I know with 100 percent certainty that if it wasn’t for my experiences 
that I had with them together, as well as individually, I would not be where I am today. The lessons that they taught me stretched far beyond the 
class period or rehearsal. They taught me about music, but most importantly, they taught me what it takes to be successful in the real world. 

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?  
A: My favorite memory from while I was a student at SV comes from my senior band trip to Walt Disney World. I was fortunate enough to receive and 
Outstanding Jazz Soloist Award as part of the Music Festival at Disney. It was particularly special for me because the solos were on an arrangement of 
All Of Me that was arranged for me to play with the Jazz Ensemble 1. To be selected for that award from all of the bands that competed in that festival 
was a real honor.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be? 
A: My message to all of the teachers at Seneca Valley would be to keep encouraging students to strive to be the best they can be, and to never back 
down from a challenge. 

Q: Is there anything else you’d like to share about your time at Seneca Valley or your time since Seneca Valley?  
A: One of the things that I would like to pass on to all of the students is that you should always take something positive away from every experience 
that you have. If you take advantage of every experience that you have then you will always keep learning and growing, whether it is professionally 
or personally.  

Alumni Q&A

Minnesota Viking Brandon Fusco, 
Seneca Valley Class of 2006 (pictured 
center), invited all of his coaches from 
his youth through college to be his 
guests at the NFL Hall of Fame Game 
in Canton, Ohio versus the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. He sent tickets for Mr. Ron 
Butschle (pictured left) and Mr. Jim 
Lucot to attend. 

Don’t miss out on your 20th High School Reunion 
from 7-11 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 25, at The Chadwick in 
Wexford. For more information  or to purchase your 
tickets, please click here. For any other questions, 
please contact Andraya Szot.

SV Class of ’95!

http://www.evite.com/event/02214UIOKCYTX4ESEEPFGDSOP32QPI?gid=0061WWUGIITIQUAZGEPFGVX2QLH2KE&utm_campaign=view_invitation_button&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GUEST_INVITE_EVENT
mailto:andraya.szot%40gmail.com?subject=SV%20Class%20of%20%2795%20Reunion
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Paraprofessional (Special Education 
Learning Support) – Available  
immediately.  Seneca Valley School 
District is accepting applications for 
paraprofessionals in various district 
buildings. Responsibilities include 
supervising students’ daily routines.  
Requirements:  Proficient technology 
skills, strong communication 
& interpersonal skills.  Submit  
classified application, cover letter, 
resume, clearances, and three letters 
of reference to our online  
application at https://senecavalley.
cloud.talentedk12.com/hire/index.
aspx.  Applications accepted until 
positions are filled. E.O.E.

Mr. George Williams, Seneca Valley Middle 
School Art Teacher, was recently featured 
as Best Abbreviated Art Performance artist 
in Pittsburgh Magazine’s Best of the Burgh 
issue.  Mr. Williams created ‘Art Madness’  
in 2002 to inspire his students. 

During an ‘Art Madness’ performance,  
Mr. Williams paints large portraits to upbeat 
music in a short period of time. Mr. Williams 
has performed at various fundraisers,  
including Seneca Valley Foundation’s own 
Seneca Social for the past two years. To  
view the entire Pittsburgh Magazine article, 
click here. 

‘Best in the Burgh’

The Haine Middle School All-Star Staff Softball Team members, including teachers, staff, and  
administrators, were proud to go beyond their walls and support the Cranberry Cup earlier this month. 
Drawing a tough schedule, the team fell short of winning their games, falling to teams that went on 
to compete in the finals. The team plans to compete in future Cup events as Haine Middle School is 
always continuing to look for ways to give back to the community.  

“Our students and staff at Haine and Evans City Middle Schools have adopted a two year theme of 
‘Beyond Our Walls.’ This theme promotes how we as individuals represent ourselves, families, and 
communities through our actions in order to make Seneca Valley and our World a better place,” 
stated Mr. Dan DiDesiderio, Haine Middle School Principal. “Many of the initiatives are student  
generated and facilitated. Our fifth and sixth grade students are often eager to help others and 
through the increased use of social media and networking, they have access to making significant 
changes in our community.”

Cranberry Cup

Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools, has been appointed to the Tri-State Area School Study 
Council Executive Committee, an integral part of the School of Education at the University of Pittsburgh.
Since its inception in 1948, Tri-State, according to its website, has provided a wealth of comprehensive 
 technical assistance, strategic planning, and employment searches to school districts all across 
Western Pennsylvania.

Dr. Vitale joins other regional superintendents, intermediate unit executive directors, career and  
technical center directors - with vast knowledge and experience - to serve as the governing board 
for the council. Through the council’s leadership and guidance, other school districts are able to keep 
pace with the rapidly evolving administrative, legal, and instructional issues of K-12 education and 
principal certification.

SV Superintendent appointed to Tri-State Area Executive Committee

SV staff members volunteered at  
various Alert, Lockdown, Inform, 
Counter, Evacuate (ALICE) trainings 
hosted throughout the district over 
the summer. The purpose of ALICE 
training is to prepare individuals to 
handle the possible threat of an  
intruder. The trainings were offered 
and taught by Jackson Township 
Police Officer and Student  
Resource Officer Hunter Ryan  
and Cranberry Township Police  
Corporal William Och.

ALICE Training

https://senecavalley.cloud.talentedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
https://senecavalley.cloud.talentedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
https://senecavalley.cloud.talentedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
http://www.pittsburghmagazine.com/Pittsburgh-Magazine/July-2015/Best-of-the-Burgh-2015-Arts-Culture/
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Active and ongoing discussion 
about the risks of drug and alcohol 
use between parents and their 
children is a strong protective factor 
for reducing the chances of young 
people getting involved in substance 
abuse.  
 
The Partnership for Drug-Free 
kids released the new resource, 
“Marijuana Talk Kit: What You Need 
to Know to Talk with Your Kids about 
Marijuana”.  Targeted at parents 
of teenagers, the Talk Kit provides 
parents with information on how to 
meaningfully discuss marijuana with 
their children.  
 
The increased prevalence of 
medical and legalized marijuana, 
in addition to the normalization of 
marijuana in pop culture, can make 
it difficult for parents to talk about 
marijuana with their children. 41 
percent of marijuana users report 
initiating use before the age of 15, 
making early parental involvement 
especially important.    
 
Download a free copy of the  
Marijuana Talk Kit here.

New school year brings students, school buses back to roads

Pennsylvania’s Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) covers uninsured kids and teens. With 
more than 148,000 uninsured children in Pennsylvania, this is great news for families! 

CHIP provides quality, comprehensive health insurance for routine doctor visits, prescriptions, dental 
and eye care and much more.  CHIP covers uninsured kids who are not eligible for Medical Assistance.  
For most families, CHIP is free – for others, it is low cost.

For more information, please visit www.CHIPcoversPAkids.com or call 1-800-986-kids.

CHIP Coverage

Kids Club
 • Before & After School Care
 •  AM/PM transportation provided  
     to/from S.V. Elem. Schools

CranberryTownship.org/KidsClub

Early Learning Center
 • AM and PM classes
 •  Ages 2 1/2 to 5
 • 1 to 4 days/week

CranberryTownship.org/Preschool

Register today
(724) 779-4FUN (4386)Cranberry Township Municipal Center

2525 Rochester Rd.
Cranberry Township,  PA 16066

As the new school year gets underway, motorists need to be vigilant in order to avoid potentially 
tragic crashes and strong penalties as school buses return to the roads to pick up students waiting 
for a ride.

“Our lives are filled with distractions, but we simply must put them aside and focus on the road ahead 
when we get behind the wheel,” said PennDOT Secretary Leslie S. Richards. “Even a momentary 
distraction – especially around school buses and in school zones -- can lead to tragedy.”

Motorists approaching a school bus with its red lights flashing and stop arm extended are required to 
stop in all directions at least 10 feet from the bus.
The only exception to the law is when a school bus is stopped on the opposite side of a highway 
clearly separated by a divider, such as concrete barriers or grass medians. Even in this situation, 
motorists should remain watchful of students trying to cross the road to catch the bus.

If convicted of violating Pennsylvania’s school bus stopping law, drivers face a $250 fine, five points 
on their driving record and a 60-day license suspension.

Students are also exposed to traffic while waiting for buses or walking to the bus stop or school. 
Motorists are reminded to be cautious and alert when approaching a school bus stop and to stop for 
pedestrians in crosswalks.

In addition to watching for school buses, motorists should be alert in school zones, which become 
hubs of vehicle and pedestrian traffic. Motorists are required to slow down to the posted speed limit 
of 15 mph in school zones.If convicted, violators face a fine and three points on their driving record.

For more information on Pennsylvania’s school bus stopping law, school bus safety tips and pro-
grams, visit PennDOT’s highway safety website, www.JustDrivePa.org, and select the “School Bus 
Safety” link under the Traffic Safety Information Center.

Help students stay 
drug-free

http://www.drugfree.org/MJTalkKit/?utm_source=MJ%20Talk%20Kit%20Email%20Launch
http://www.drugfree.org/MJTalkKit/?utm_source=MJ%20Talk%20Kit%20Email%20Launch
http://www.chipcoverspakids.com/
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When you think of the Boy Scouts, often campfires 
and Eagle Service projects come to mind. While 
these programs are still a major part of scouting, 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM) is the current educational focus across the 
50 states. Employers need people to enter careers 
related to these fields and today’s youth are all but 
plugged into the latest technology. 

The Moraine Trails Council, Boy Scouts has  
collaborated with the Butler County Manufacturing 
Consortium and Butler County community  
College (BC3) since 2012 to bring STEM related 
merit badges to Western Pennsylvania Scouts 
through a one-day Technology Merit Badge  
Academy. These merit badges are a mix of  
research along with hands-on programs. 

To keep the program affordable for all youth, the 
academy steering committee enlisted the support 
of local business and manufacturers as sponsors. 
One such underwriter is XTO Energy. In the gas 
business, many of the merit badges the academy 
teaches can be connected to careers in that 
industry. Merit badges such as welding, chemistry, 
robotics, metalwork, electricity, electronics,  
drafting, engineering, architecture, and truck 
transportation to name a few.

Many of the volunteers who teach at the academy 
are professionals who work for the academy  
sponsors. Sonneborn, has provided merit badge 
counselor volunteers for chemistry as well as 
electronics merit badge. Anita Orozco, PhD  
Director of HR for Sonneborn enjoyed the program 
so much she joined the Moraine Trails Council 
Executive Board to provide leadership to the  
program. The Nuclear Science merit badge has been a scout favorite since the academy began in 
2012 with a group of young Westinghouse Engineers teaching two classes at the academy. Frank 
Rodgers of Hey Electric has been the lead instructor for Electricity merit badge since the academy 
opened. 

“Every year the academy committee tries to add a class and a business to sponsor and teach that 
class,” said Scout Executive Ray Tennent. Tennent was one of the founders of the academy along 
with Butler Manufacturing Consortium President Neil Ashbaugh, an Eagle Scout and former board 
member of the Council. “This year Hunter Truck Sales and Service along with McClymonds stepped 
up to the plate.” Tennent added. 

The academy takes place in April annually at BC3 which provides a superb venue for the merit badge 
classes. “We enjoy working with the scouts and seeing the young men who attend enjoy the  
program,” according to Matt Kovac who is a professor at BC3 and volunteers as a liaison along with 
BC3 advisor Stephen Catt to support the program. 

Interested in learning more about Scouting? Please contact the Moraine Trails Council at  
(724) 287-6791 or send us a message at www.facebook.com/morainetrails.

Article provided by Moraine Trails Council, Boy Scouts of America.

The Technology Merit Badge Academy 
A Program Packed with STEM
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